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Jessica Milton  |  LITTLE SISTER

When I was seven, I asked my mom for a Big Brother. My 
mom was surprised and excited by my request. As a shy 
and timid child of a single mom, I didn’t have any male role 
models in my life. My mom contacted Jewish Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Los Angeles and I was matched with Bill.

Bill and I bonded over a love of food. Bill took me to 
restaurants where we tried all kinds of cuisine, and we 
cooked together, making ravioli and ice cream from 
scratch. He also brought me to the theatre and countless 
museums. With his encouragement, I enrolled in art classes 
and continued cooking. Now our lives are very busy, and 
our favorite activity is hiking in the canyons. Walking and 
talking, catching our breath to admire the city far below, is 
how we reconnect best. 

I’ve learned so much about myself and the world because  
of Bill. He has provided me with a stable male role model  
for 12 years. Without his influence, I would never have 
deepened my passion for art, cooking, the theater, hiking, 
and the list goes on and on! I am so glad that I decided to 
become Bill’s little sister.

Why Mentoring MattersWhy I Give
Sandy Sigal  |  BOARD MEMBER 

I owe Camp Bob Waldorf on the Max Straus  
Campus a huge debt I can never repay. Camp 
helped me when I was vulnerable and needed 
direction, and this is why I give back to JBBBSLA.

Here I am, 44 years later, and I can still remember my first summer at 
Camp Bob Waldorf. I remember the hike I took with my cabin-mates 
and counselors when there was a sudden thunderstorm. We took  
shelter as rain poured down and lightning streaked the sky. It was 
scary but we all stayed together. When we returned to camp, they 
gave us butterfingers – I still love butterfingers. During the thunderstorm 
I realized I could rely on my fellow campers and counselors. Even 
though we’d just met, they cared about my well-being. It gave me 
great faith in the camp community.

My mother was a single parent of two young kids, who had to go to 
work every day and worried about who was shaping our lives while 
she was gone. Sending me to camp meant I’d stay out of trouble and 
have positive role models. I remember how afraid I was on the bus to 
camp that first summer, where I knew no one. Then, on the bus home, 
I cried because I missed camp and everyone so much. As a kid, the 
world was only as big as my block, and it was always my brother and 
me against the world. My fellow campers were all religions and colors. 
It was just cool. Going to camp gave me the opportunity to expand 
my world, to learn teamwork with my cabin-mates, how to be honest 
about my emotions, and how to be a leader. I learned to swim and 
horseback ride at camp too. I still love horses. 

Every time I visit camp, I see the incredible potential these campers 
have, and how camp helps them reach their full potential. One of my 
great blessings is that my kids and I have the opportunity to support 
Camp Bob Waldorf with our time and resources.

        

Ian Fox  |  LITTLE BROTHER 

After my parents divorced, 
my life began to fall apart. 
I got into fights, was 
suspended twice from 
school, terrorized my 
teachers, and started getting 
D’s and F’s in all my classes. 

My mom decided I needed 
someone to help me out 
and she contacted Jewish 
Big Brothers Big Sisters. I 
was matched with my Big 
Brother, Craig, and we hit it 
off immediately. Craig and I 
have now been matched for 
six years. I like to describe 
my match with Craig as 
an informal education on 
listening and taking an 
interest in others. I am 
grateful for how my match 

with Craig has become one of those relationships where you don’t have to do 
something to have a good time. Instead, we can just share our current ideas and 
some laughter for a couple hours over lunch. 

Having Craig as a supportive figure in my life has helped me express and develop 
myself. He helped me turn my life around. I started doing well in school, setting 
goals and achieving them. I recently graduated from UC Berkeley after receiving 
a fully paid four-year scholarship from Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters. I couldn’t 
have done it without my Big Brother, Craig! One day, I hope I can impact another’s 
life as much as Craig has impacted mine.

“ I’ve learned so 
much about myself 
and the world  
because of Bill.”

“ Craig’s mentorship has been 
one of the primary influences 
in molding how I intend to live 
my life as an adult and give 
back to our community.”
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Impact
of your generosity

The

Your support benefited youth in need 
from a wide range of circumstances:
• Single parent/guardian home
• Home where one parent is deceased
• Home where grandparents are caregivers
• Low-income family
• Newly immigrated family
• Family from disadvantaged area of Los Angeles
• Homeless family or the foster care system

You changed  
the lives of 

1,753
youth

Why Camp Counts
Amber Marie Irving-Elkins  |  PARENT OF A CAMPER 

It’s hard when you want to do more for your children but 
your finances stand in the way. Since even food and  
clothing are a struggle for us right now, we have had to 
tell our children “no” too many times. Luxuries, like summer 
camp, aren’t even on our radar. When I learned about 
Camp Bob Waldorf on the Max Straus Campus through 

the Salvation Army Transitional Village, I knew our 13-year-old daughter, Ava Marie, would 
love to attend. See, Ava Marie is a busy young lady. She doesn’t get to be a kid very often 
because she is not only a straight-A student but my “right hand,” helping with her younger 
brothers. The camp scholarship JBBBSLA provided means that we didn’t have to tell Ava 
Marie “no.” We were absolutely ecstatic for her. Camp gave Ava Marie a chance to be a kid 
again, build her self-esteem, and feel part of a supportive community. That’s priceless. You 
have no idea just how priceless that is until you’ve walked in our shoes. 

Over the past three years, our family has faced several challenges. An unfortunate decision 
caused us to lose our business and we became homeless. We’ve lived in motels, a shelter, 
and now we’re in transitional housing through the Salvation Army. Being homeless is a 
tough pill to swallow when you feel like you’ve done everything you were “supposed to 
do.” I graduated from a top rated university, got married, had three beautiful children,  
started a business… only to end up homeless. We have truly felt alone on this journey, 
which makes Camp Bob Waldorf such a bright light, a beacon on what has been a long, 
dark road. 

We can’t wait for Ava Marie to join Teen Camp next year! Thank you for this blessing. 
   

A Big Impact
Thanks to you, we served 255 youth 
in crucial need of mentors. These 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters helped 
mentees navigate their childhood 
and adolescence, fully develop their 
potential, and avoid the many risks 
youth face today. 

255 
mentor and mentee 
matches served 

57  
new matches formed

Match Events
Because of you, the Youth Mentoring program held more match events this year 
than last year. A total of seven events were held for mentor and mentee matches. 

• Beach Party • Griffith Park Adventure Day • Hanukkah Bowling Party  
• Passover Seder • Roller-Skating Party • Shabbaton at our own Camp Bob Waldorf  
• Trampoline Park Day

Scholarship  
Programs
JBBBSLA:  
34 students received 
scholarships

Arnold S. Nelson:  
27 students received 
scholarships 

The Arnold S. Nelson 
Scholarship Program 
benefits graduates  
of the Witherbee  
Wilderness Backpack-
ing Program, while the 
JBBBSLA Scholarship 
Program offers financial 
assistance to former 
mentees. Students may 
apply for a scholarship 
each year of college.

Thrive
You helped us launch Thrive, a series 
of empowerment workshops for 
teenage girls, ages 13-17. Thrive 
equips teens with the tools needed 
to succeed in their education  
and careers. Workshops include 
interactive presentations delivered 
by a dynamic group of distinguished 
women. 

61 
scholarships  
awarded 82% of campers hope  

to become counselors 
and role models  
to other campers

90%
of campers experienced one or 
more activities at camp that they 
had never experienced before.

College Success
Together, we prepared 52 students for college success.

Our new College Guidance Program provides students with professional 
counseling throughout their college application process. Through webinars 
and one-on-one sessions with professional guidance counselors,  
students develop a personalized college list, improve their  
essay writing skills, master the college 
interview, tailor their college applications for  
each college, and find financial aid and  
scholarship opportunities.

Camp Bob Waldorf 
• 1,311 campers served

• 565 youth in need attended the non-sectarian summer sessions 

• 240 youth participated in the non-sectarian arts and sports retreats 

• 427 youth attended the Jewish summer sessions and retreats

•  52 teens went on non-sectarian backpacking adventures in  
Yosemite and Big Basin Redwoods State Park

Partners for Good
We partnered with 58 social service  
agencies, nonprofits, and local  
synagogues from the Los Angeles  
community to reach youth in need. 

A Place Called Home, Foster Care 
Counts, Grandparents as Parents,  
Green Dot, Imagine LA, Jewish  
Federation of Los Angeles, the Salvation 
Army, UCLA Hillel, and so many more!

2 workshops (held so far!) 

110 teens

18 presenters

Why I Give
Gelena Skya Wasserman  |  BOARD MEMBER 

I first came to this country from 
Russia. As an immigrant, I had a 
lot of people support me along 
the way. Because of the support 
I received as a young girl, I really 
wanted to give back to others 
and so I became a Big Sister.  

My Little Sister, Avital, and I have nine years of history together. 
We have been in each other’s lives for small moments, like 
the night we passed out Halloween candy, and for huge life 
events. Avital was present at my wedding. I was present at 
her high school graduation. Recently, she met my first child,  
a little girl, which was a very special moment for both of us.

It’s been very exciting to see my Little Sister evolve. She was 
only 11 when I became her Big Sister. She is now 20. When I 
met Avital she really needed a role model, someone she could 
look up to, and also someone to help build her self-esteem. 
As her mentor, I was fortunate to be able to take her places 
that little girls dream of, like Disneyland and the American Girl 
store. I pushed her to reach her full potential. I fiercely believed 
(and still believe) in her. Yet as much as I push Avital to be her 
very best self, she has taught me a lot about myself. Being a 
Big Sister has helped me grow, becoming more patient and 
accepting of others. It has also given me the opportunity to see 
challenges that others may experience in a new light. 

I was a Big Sister before I was a board member and donor. It 
was my transformative experiences as a mentor that inspired 
me to join the board. I love JBBBSLA’s mission to help  
children achieve their full potential, and I’m very proud to be 
part of this community.
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• Newly immigrated family
• Family from disadvantaged area of Los Angeles
• Homeless family or the foster care system

You changed  
the lives of 

1,753
youth

Why Camp Counts
Amber Marie Irving-Elkins  |  PARENT OF A CAMPER 

It’s hard when you want to do more for your children but 
your finances stand in the way. Since even food and  
clothing are a struggle for us right now, we have had to 
tell our children “no” too many times. Luxuries, like summer 
camp, aren’t even on our radar. When I learned about 
Camp Bob Waldorf on the Max Straus Campus through 

the Salvation Army Transitional Village, I knew our 13-year-old daughter, Ava Marie, would 
love to attend. See, Ava Marie is a busy young lady. She doesn’t get to be a kid very often 
because she is not only a straight-A student but my “right hand,” helping with her younger 
brothers. The camp scholarship JBBBSLA provided means that we didn’t have to tell Ava 
Marie “no.” We were absolutely ecstatic for her. Camp gave Ava Marie a chance to be a kid 
again, build her self-esteem, and feel part of a supportive community. That’s priceless. You 
have no idea just how priceless that is until you’ve walked in our shoes. 

Over the past three years, our family has faced several challenges. An unfortunate decision 
caused us to lose our business and we became homeless. We’ve lived in motels, a shelter, 
and now we’re in transitional housing through the Salvation Army. Being homeless is a 
tough pill to swallow when you feel like you’ve done everything you were “supposed to 
do.” I graduated from a top rated university, got married, had three beautiful children,  
started a business… only to end up homeless. We have truly felt alone on this journey, 
which makes Camp Bob Waldorf such a bright light, a beacon on what has been a long, 
dark road. 

We can’t wait for Ava Marie to join Teen Camp next year! Thank you for this blessing. 
   

A Big Impact
Thanks to you, we served 255 youth 
in crucial need of mentors. These 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters helped 
mentees navigate their childhood 
and adolescence, fully develop their 
potential, and avoid the many risks 
youth face today. 

255 
mentor and mentee 
matches served 

57  
new matches formed

Match Events
Because of you, the Youth Mentoring program held more match events this year 
than last year. A total of seven events were held for mentor and mentee matches. 

• Beach Party • Griffith Park Adventure Day • Hanukkah Bowling Party  
• Passover Seder • Roller-Skating Party • Shabbaton at our own Camp Bob Waldorf  
• Trampoline Park Day

Scholarship  
Programs
JBBBSLA:  
34 students received 
scholarships

Arnold S. Nelson:  
27 students received 
scholarships 

The Arnold S. Nelson 
Scholarship Program 
benefits graduates  
of the Witherbee  
Wilderness Backpack-
ing Program, while the 
JBBBSLA Scholarship 
Program offers financial 
assistance to former 
mentees. Students may 
apply for a scholarship 
each year of college.

Thrive
You helped us launch Thrive, a series 
of empowerment workshops for 
teenage girls, ages 13-17. Thrive 
equips teens with the tools needed 
to succeed in their education  
and careers. Workshops include 
interactive presentations delivered 
by a dynamic group of distinguished 
women. 

61 
scholarships  
awarded 82% of campers hope  

to become counselors 
and role models  
to other campers

90%
of campers experienced one or 
more activities at camp that they 
had never experienced before.

College Success
Together, we prepared 52 students for college success.

Our new College Guidance Program provides students with professional 
counseling throughout their college application process. Through webinars 
and one-on-one sessions with professional guidance counselors,  
students develop a personalized college list, improve their  
essay writing skills, master the college 
interview, tailor their college applications for  
each college, and find financial aid and  
scholarship opportunities.

Camp Bob Waldorf 
• 1,311 campers served

• 565 youth in need attended the non-sectarian summer sessions 

• 240 youth participated in the non-sectarian arts and sports retreats 

• 427 youth attended the Jewish summer sessions and retreats

•  52 teens went on non-sectarian backpacking adventures in  
Yosemite and Big Basin Redwoods State Park

Partners for Good
We partnered with 58 social service  
agencies, nonprofits, and local  
synagogues from the Los Angeles  
community to reach youth in need. 

A Place Called Home, Foster Care 
Counts, Grandparents as Parents,  
Green Dot, Imagine LA, Jewish  
Federation of Los Angeles, the Salvation 
Army, UCLA Hillel, and so many more!

2 workshops (held so far!) 

110 teens

18 presenters

Why I Give
Gelena Skya Wasserman  |  BOARD MEMBER 

I first came to this country from 
Russia. As an immigrant, I had a 
lot of people support me along 
the way. Because of the support 
I received as a young girl, I really 
wanted to give back to others 
and so I became a Big Sister.  

My Little Sister, Avital, and I have nine years of history together. 
We have been in each other’s lives for small moments, like 
the night we passed out Halloween candy, and for huge life 
events. Avital was present at my wedding. I was present at 
her high school graduation. Recently, she met my first child,  
a little girl, which was a very special moment for both of us.

It’s been very exciting to see my Little Sister evolve. She was 
only 11 when I became her Big Sister. She is now 20. When I 
met Avital she really needed a role model, someone she could 
look up to, and also someone to help build her self-esteem. 
As her mentor, I was fortunate to be able to take her places 
that little girls dream of, like Disneyland and the American Girl 
store. I pushed her to reach her full potential. I fiercely believed 
(and still believe) in her. Yet as much as I push Avital to be her 
very best self, she has taught me a lot about myself. Being a 
Big Sister has helped me grow, becoming more patient and 
accepting of others. It has also given me the opportunity to see 
challenges that others may experience in a new light. 

I was a Big Sister before I was a board member and donor. It 
was my transformative experiences as a mentor that inspired 
me to join the board. I love JBBBSLA’s mission to help  
children achieve their full potential, and I’m very proud to be 
part of this community.
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Jessica Milton  |  LITTLE SISTER

When I was seven, I asked my mom for a Big Brother. My 
mom was surprised and excited by my request. As a shy 
and timid child of a single mom, I didn’t have any male role 
models in my life. My mom contacted Jewish Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Los Angeles and I was matched with Bill.

Bill and I bonded over a love of food. Bill took me to 
restaurants where we tried all kinds of cuisine, and we 
cooked together, making ravioli and ice cream from 
scratch. He also brought me to the theatre and countless 
museums. With his encouragement, I enrolled in art classes 
and continued cooking. Now our lives are very busy, and 
our favorite activity is hiking in the canyons. Walking and 
talking, catching our breath to admire the city far below, is 
how we reconnect best. 

I’ve learned so much about myself and the world because  
of Bill. He has provided me with a stable male role model  
for 12 years. Without his influence, I would never have 
deepened my passion for art, cooking, the theater, hiking, 
and the list goes on and on! I am so glad that I decided to 
become Bill’s little sister.

Why Mentoring MattersWhy I Give
Sandy Sigal  |  BOARD MEMBER 

I owe Camp Bob Waldorf on the Max Straus  
Campus a huge debt I can never repay. Camp 
helped me when I was vulnerable and needed 
direction, and this is why I give back to JBBBSLA.

Here I am, 44 years later, and I can still remember my first summer at 
Camp Bob Waldorf. I remember the hike I took with my cabin-mates 
and counselors when there was a sudden thunderstorm. We took  
shelter as rain poured down and lightning streaked the sky. It was 
scary but we all stayed together. When we returned to camp, they 
gave us butterfingers – I still love butterfingers. During the thunderstorm 
I realized I could rely on my fellow campers and counselors. Even 
though we’d just met, they cared about my well-being. It gave me 
great faith in the camp community.

My mother was a single parent of two young kids, who had to go to 
work every day and worried about who was shaping our lives while 
she was gone. Sending me to camp meant I’d stay out of trouble and 
have positive role models. I remember how afraid I was on the bus to 
camp that first summer, where I knew no one. Then, on the bus home, 
I cried because I missed camp and everyone so much. As a kid, the 
world was only as big as my block, and it was always my brother and 
me against the world. My fellow campers were all religions and colors. 
It was just cool. Going to camp gave me the opportunity to expand 
my world, to learn teamwork with my cabin-mates, how to be honest 
about my emotions, and how to be a leader. I learned to swim and 
horseback ride at camp too. I still love horses. 

Every time I visit camp, I see the incredible potential these campers 
have, and how camp helps them reach their full potential. One of my 
great blessings is that my kids and I have the opportunity to support 
Camp Bob Waldorf with our time and resources.

        

Ian Fox  |  LITTLE BROTHER 

After my parents divorced, 
my life began to fall apart. 
I got into fights, was 
suspended twice from 
school, terrorized my 
teachers, and started getting 
D’s and F’s in all my classes. 

My mom decided I needed 
someone to help me out 
and she contacted Jewish 
Big Brothers Big Sisters. I 
was matched with my Big 
Brother, Craig, and we hit it 
off immediately. Craig and I 
have now been matched for 
six years. I like to describe 
my match with Craig as 
an informal education on 
listening and taking an 
interest in others. I am 
grateful for how my match 

with Craig has become one of those relationships where you don’t have to do 
something to have a good time. Instead, we can just share our current ideas and 
some laughter for a couple hours over lunch. 

Having Craig as a supportive figure in my life has helped me express and develop 
myself. He helped me turn my life around. I started doing well in school, setting 
goals and achieving them. I recently graduated from UC Berkeley after receiving 
a fully paid four-year scholarship from Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters. I couldn’t 
have done it without my Big Brother, Craig! One day, I hope I can impact another’s 
life as much as Craig has impacted mine.

“ I’ve learned so 
much about myself 
and the world  
because of Bill.”

“ Craig’s mentorship has been 
one of the primary influences 
in molding how I intend to live 
my life as an adult and give 
back to our community.”




